Stanford Prison Experiment Reflection Questions

Choose ONE of the following questions and write a short reflection paper (~150 – 200 words).

1. What police procedures are used during arrests, and how do these procedures lead people to feel confused, fearful, and dehumanized?

2. Why do you think people conform to the roles they are assigned?  If you were a guard, what type of guard would you have become? How certain are you?

3. If you were a prisoner, would you have been able to endure the experience? What would you have done differently than those subjects did?

4. What do you think would have been different if the participants in the experiment had all been female?  Why?

5. Was it ethical to do this study? Was it right to trade the suffering experienced by participants for the knowledge gained by the research?
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