Sociology 120

Mr. Theriault

1.1 Sociology: A Social Science 

Students will: 

1.1.1 Define “sociology” and demonstrate an understanding of sociology as a research science.

1.1.2 Comprehend the importance of the sociological imagination and be able to explain the concept in the context of a social issue. 

1.1.3 Know, understand, and be able to explain the key ideas of early sociological thinkers.

2.1 Sociological Perspectives 

Students will: 

2.1.1 Demonstrate their understanding of the four contemporary sociological perspectives. 2.1.2 Be able to connect significant sociological thinkers (both early and modern) with a contemporary sociological perspective(s).

3.1 Culture: A Universal Phenomenon 
Students will: 
3.1.1 Understand and be able to explain the components of culture. 
3.1.2 Recognize and be able to explain cultural uniformity and variation. 
3.1.3 Critically assess the process of cultural change.
4.1 Socialization Process 
Students will: 
4.1.1 Define “socialization” and comprehend the role it plays in human development. 
4.1.2 Know, understand and be able to explain agents of socialization & theoretical perspectives on human development. 
4.1.3 Recognize and be able to explain socialization as a lifelong process.
5.1 Social Interaction 
Students will: 
5.1.1 Define “social structure” and be able to explain its components. 
5.1.2 Will comprehend that social interaction occurs at either a micro or macro level. 
5.1.3 Recognize and comprehend social movements. 
5.1.4 Will critically reflect and draw connections between their active citizenship project* and social movements both past and present.


	Course Outline:

Unit 1 – Introduction to Social Sciences

· Facts, Opinion, Bias & Perspective

· The Social Sciences & the Montreal Massacre 

· The History of Sociology

Unit 2 - Research Methods

· Sociological Imagination (Case Studies – GM and Flint Michigan, Residential Schools, Miramichi Mill Closures)

· Social Theory & Research Methods

· Ethical Issues in Social Research

Unit 3 – Culture

· Norms, Values, Symbols & Language
· Material & Non Material Culture
· Ideal vs. Real Culture
· Subculture and Counterculture
Unit 4 – Socialization 
· The Nature Verses Nurture Debate
· Socializing Agents: Family, Peers, School & the Media
Unit 5 – Social Structure
· Social Institutions, Social Groups, Roles & Statuses

· Social Stratification

· Family & Marriage, Education, Gender & Ethnicity

Unit 6 - Social Control

· Power, Obedience, Conformity and Deviance

· Socialization & Sanctions as Methods of Social Control




Course Content:

This is a highly interactive course designed to increase technical knowledge of the social sciences, focusing on the field of sociology.   Skills to be developed include; detecting bias, critical thinking, as well as reflective writing and communication skills. 

Course work may consist of notes, readings, films, discussions, debates and writing exercises.  The content may include the analysis of current events and social issues as well as participation in social research.  Please be advised that there may be guest speakers and/or field trips throughout the term.  Please note there is no textbook assigned for this course.

Due to the nature of Sociology, many of the films and discussions in class may focus on controversial issues in society.  Please consider this course outline as notice of this content.  Full class participation and attendance are important in order for students in order to receive the best grades possible.

Course Assessment:

	Tests
	20%

	Assignments
	50%

	Research Paper & Survey
	10%

	Exam
	20%

	Total
	100%


