Writing 110 – R. Martin
Telling Stories With Sound
Objective:  In this writing project you are to tell a story with the added element of sound. The process will be to write a scripted and narrated piece while taking into consideration the implementation of environmental sound effects, ambience, supplemental music and a voiceover. Work solo, with a partner or at the most a small group of three people maximum.

Timing: We will be using a podcast format so the completed project should range from 3 minutes minimum to 10 minutes maximum with the ideal length being around 5 minutes of content.

Project Options:

1. A Radio Show – complete with an opening, theme music, a scripted interview, break to commercial and a closing. (ie: Howard Stern (minus the content), Larry King etc.)
2. A Short Radio Drama – a scripted narrative with a beginning, middle and end (or cliffhanger to have the audience want to tune in again). Multiple characters engaging in dialogue, voice-over narration and sound effects.

3. A Voiced Over Narrative – tell a short story and complete it with environmental sound effects, supplemental music and ambience. 

4. Introduction of a New Product – a radio style commercial of a unique product complete with sound effects, voice-overs and customer endorsement. (ie: Wacky Wavy Inflatable Arm Flailing Tube Man).
5. A General Rant, Rave or Scripted Outburst… What really grinds your gears? Put a well scripted monologue to sound, ambience and music. 
6. A “How-To” Guide – on any process, method, or madness you can script out.

Podcasting Tutorial
Sample Podcast Recipe - A Blueprint for Your Podcast (radio show)
Shoot for a show length of 5 - 10 minutes. Keep topics moving, and limit topic coverage to 2-3 minutes. Try to use guests as a way to break up the conversation, pace, and tone of your shows. Use musical backgrounds (known as jingles or music beds) or other non-music interludes (referred to as stagers, sweeps and ID's) to transition between topics. These topic breaks are typically described as bumpers or sweepers, giving your listeners the time they might need to digest the content you just presented.

Here's an example of a 10-15 minute show outline: 

- Show intro monologue (who you are, what you're going to talk about): 20-45 seconds
- Intro music jingle (repeat for each show so listeners identify the jingle with your show): 20-45 seconds
- Topic 1: 3 minutes   (FOR A DRAMA OR NARRATIVE, THE CONTENT WOULD BE HERE)
- Topic 2: 3 minutes
- Interlude (music or break): 30 seconds
- Topic 3: 3 minutes
- Topic 4: 3 minutes
- Closing remarks (thank audience for listening, thank guests, talk about the next show briefly): 2 minutes
- Closing music jingle (suggest same as Intro music jingle): 2 minutes
Radio Drama Script Style Sample

	Scene One: Spacious reception area 

	1. MUSIC:
	FOREBODING THEME, ESTABLISH, CONTINUE UNDER

	2. SOUND: 
	APPROACHING FOOTSTEPS ON TILE SURFACE,

	3. CBC MAILMAN: 
	Here's the mail! Looks like a lot of scripts!

	4. RECEPTIONIST:
	Thank you. I will deliver these immediately to the appropriate script editors.

	5. CBC MAILMAN: 
	Should I wait for their letters of acknowledgement?

	6. RECEPTIONIST: 
	Oh no, you just go on your merry way.

	7. RECEPTIONIST: (Internal)
	It'll be a frosty day in hell when they get their acknowledgement letters out that fast!

	Scene Two: A Cramped Office 

	8. SOUND: 
	WORD PROCESSORS TAPPING, CONTINUE UNDER,

	9. DAVE: 
	This writer keeps referring to the heroine's gold lame evening gown? What does gold lame sound  like?

	10. SHELLEY: 
	I don't know, Dave. Perhaps it crinkles.

	11. EMIL:   
	Personally, I think he's thinking visually, not aurally.

	12. SOUND:
	DOOR OPENING

	13. RECEPTIONIST: 
	Twenty unsolicited scripts have come in today's mail.

	14. SHELLEY:
	Thank you Anna. We'll send out letters of acknowledgement immediately!

	15. MUSIC: 
	FADES IN AND SWELLS TO A CRESCENDO


