English 112 – Mr. R. Martin





Research Essay
Seven Wonders – Lewis Thomas (Echoes text page 379)

Wonder is defined by Thomas as: "something marvellous and miraculous, surprising, raising unanswerable questions about itself, making the observer wonder, even raising skeptical questions...Anything wonderful is something to smile in the presence of, in admiration."

In his essay, the author’s seven wonders are:

1) The “immense organism” of the planet Earth

2) A bacterial species that live in the extreme heat of deep holes in the sea

3) Oncideres, a species of beetle that “prunes” and extends the life of mimosa

4) The scrapie virus, able to propagate itself without DNA or RNA

5) The olfactory receptor cell, which allows us to discriminate many smells

6) Termites, which communicate via chemical signals

7) The human child, whose stage in life is devoted to acquiring language, the single trait that marks us as specifically human.

If you were asked to list seven wonders of the modern world, what would your list include?


Assignment: Research Essay – 500 words
Prepare an expository research essay about your own personal wonders (5). Include descriptions and researched evidence in the body of your piece. All researched material must be properly cited in MLA in-text citation format. You must have at least four different sources of research (Wikipedia is only to be used once).
Format:

INTRODUCTION: Motivator and thesis statement.

 Does your introductory paragraph grab your reader's attention?  Is your topic made clear?
(Use an anecdote (personal story) to illustrate a point or highlight an experience and to give the paragraph life and meaning)
THE BODY


-Use specific researched examples in each body paragraph. Examples illustrate and enlarge the main topic (your personal 5 wonders). 


Each body paragraph focuses on one of the main points of your central idea and offers details to support that main point.

concluding paragraph 

Restates your thesis (central idea). Rewording your central idea provides variation for your readers. After restating your central idea, your concluding paragraph should sum up the thoughts you've expressed in the essay. A good concluding paragraph then ends with a strong thought that leaves your readers thinking about your ideas.

