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	CATEGORY 
	Shows clear mastery 
	Shows decent mastery 
	Approaching mastery 
	Needs more work 

	Introduction (Organization) 
	The introduction contains a creative and interesting hook, and has an effective thesis. 
	The introduction contains a decent hook and thesis. 
	The introduction attempts a hook and thesis. 
	There is no clear hook and/or thesis, but an introduction is attempted. 

	Conclusion (Organization) 
	The conclusion is strong, restates the thesis, and "shakes hands" with the introduction. 
	The conclusion is decent, and restates the thesis. 
	The conclusion is recognizable, but does not effectively restate the thesis. 
	There is an attempt to end the paper, but it is not effective. 

	Paragraphing 
	Every paragraph has a clear and interesting topic sentence, at least three pieces of support, and uses effective transitions. 
	Every paragraph has a clear topic sentence, at least three pieces of support, and uses transitions. 
	Topic sentences are attempted, and there is adequate support and transitions - although more would be better. 
	Topic sentences are attempted but weak, and more support and transitions would benefit. 

	Adding Personality (Voice) 
	The writer seems to be writing from PERSONAL knowledge or experience. It "sounds" like the author. 
	The writer attempts to give voice by using SOME personal knowledge or experience throughout the essay. 
	The writer attempts to relate the topic, but more personal knowledge or experience are needed. 
	This paper does not really "sound" like its author. It could have been written by anyone in the room. 
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