THESIS STATEMENT:


Against seemingly insurmountable odds, humans have shown an amazing will to survive.  Three incredible people are evidence - one the victim of a head-on crash with a semi trailer, the second the survivor of a brain tumour, and the third the prey of a form of Lou Gehrig's disease. (from the essay "The Human Will To Survive" by Jerry W.)

PERSONAL COMMENT OR ANECDOTE:


Fast Eddie Riley did not just march to a different tune; he polkaed.  I first met him in university residence.  Bright but socially inept, friendly but friendless, and the unfortunate butt of jokes and pranks, I can remember clearly how much outside the norm he lived.  (from the essay "Individuals Who Are Outsiders" by Peter L.)

QUESTIONS:


Why would anyone ever want to wear a school uniform?  What are the possible benefits of such a hair-brained scheme?  Has such a plan ever been successful anywhere but some fancy-schmancy private school?  My initial thoughts were: for no good reason, very few, and probably not.  (from the essay "Fit to Bo Tied" by Bruce A.)

OPPOSITE VIEW:


Everyone knows that capital punishment, the death penalty, has been widely successful throughout the world.  It has been performed by the most humane possible methods, it has deterred criminals from committing serious offences, and it is being adopted by more and more countries around the globe.  Unfortunately, this is not the case.  On the contrary, killing people for killing people does not work.  (from the essay "Capital Punishment: The Grave Reality" by Janet S.)

QUOTATION:


"You can't build a reputation on what you are going to do."  When Henry Ford, famous auto maker, made this statement, he backed it with performance.  To build a reputation or to create anything substantial, the builder needs to begin with a dream, he has to set goals, and it helps if he has an ideal, a model, to imitate.  Terry Fox was just such a builder.  (from the essay "The Influence of Dreams, Goals, and Ideals" by Robbie M.)

STARTLING STATEMENT:


Golf is gaining popularity faster than any summer sport!  Thanks to superstars like Tiger Woods giving personal lessons to kids right here in our town, and thanks to millions of dollars in golf scholarships being given out in our own school, and even bigger thanks to the fact that new studies show that golfers, on average, live twenty years longer than other athletes.  Well, perhaps these are slightly exaggerated statements, but golf is a great sport.  The stars of the sport, the possibilities for a great career, and the physical benefits help make golf a big hit. (from the essay "Golf" by Robert R.)

THE MIX:


Curfews. When all else fails, adults revert to rules.  The rules don't have to make sense.  They don't have to be easy to enforce.  They just have to sound simple.  Once again, adolescents are faced with the threat from the "Ready, Shoot, Aim" school of thought.  What's the real problem?  How did we get here?  Where should we really be looking for answers?  (from the essay "Curfews" by Pat M.)

