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	CATEGORY 
	Excellent 
	Very Good 
	Good 
	OK 

	Focus on Topic (Content) 
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main idea stands out and is supported by at least 5 - 6 sentences. 
	Main idea (topic sentence) is clear but there are only 3 - 5 supporting sentences. 
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there are less than 3 supporting sentences. 
	The main idea is not very clear. There are less than 2 supporting sentences. 

	Transitions (Organization) 
	A variety of thoughtful transitions are used. They clearly show how ideas are connected. 
	Transitions clearly show how ideas are connected, but there is some variety. 
	Some transitions work well, but they are not all that great. 
	At least one transition have been attempted. 

	Word Choice 
	Many (10+)original words used (paints a picture in your mind). 
	Quite a few (5-10)interesting words are used (some imagery created). 
	Writer attempts some (3-5)interesting word choice. 
	Writer attempts 2 - 3 interesting, descriptive words. 
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