Another paragraphing activity…
Before we begin any essays, we have to be certain that your paragraphing skills are solid.  How can you write an effective essay (and dazzle the ladies of the ELPA!) without really nailing down some great paragraphs?  To practice one more time, here is your task:

Choose TWO of the following types, and write a great paragraph for each one.  You’ll be using the rubric we made together as a class (it is on the back of this page) to assess your work.  Remember the importance of a topic sentence (it lets the audience know what to expect AND focuses your writing), LOTS of detailed supporting sentences (don’t rush!) linked together with transitions, and a concluding sentence to wrap things up.  Oh, don’t forget some great word choice, as well.

Here are your choices:

1. A NARRATIVE paragraph – tell a short story in your paragraph.  What is something that has happened to you lately (or not-so-lately) that you can tell your audience?  For example, “The funniest thing happened to me last Saturday night” or “I lost my temper, and now I regret it.”

2. A DESCRIPTIVE paragraph – try to paint a picture with your words.  This will require you to use a lot of detail.  For example, “I knew I liked my teacher from the moment I saw her” or “My bedroom is filled with some pretty interesting junk.”
3. An EXPLANATORY or EXPOSITORY paragraph – this will explain how something is done.  You will give the instructions in a clear and logical order.  Some ideas are “I have mastered the art of making the perfect sandwich” or “Getting to my uncle’s house is not as easy as it may appear.”
Really show me (and yourself!) what you can do here.  The due date for this assignment is ___________________________________.

Good luck!
