A Potentially Off-Colour Writing Assignment
(Compliments of the Campobello Island School Grad Class of 1995)

Since John Steinbeck has been kind enough to deliver some rather remarkable writing for us through Of Mice and Men, I thought we could perhaps attempt a little creative writing activity of our own, compliments of a ridiculously oversized t-shirt from the Campobello Island School Grad Class of 1995.

You’ve seen the shirt – now let’s look at using one of the catch phrases found upon it to create a character, and examine the importance of narration style or point of view in our writing.

Here are the phrases.  Please use a dictionary (if you need to) to get an even better idea of what they might mean, and how they would thus reflect on the person who chose to immortalize themselves on this t-shirt:

“We’re outta here” (with two fists punching through a green wall, perhaps?)

“RIGEL” (just like that, all in caps)

A drawing of a moose’s head

“To Know Christ And Make Him Known” (written around a four-paned stained-glass window, with a winged lion, an eagle, a winged cow, and an angel in each pane)

“CALLAGHAN” (from top to bottom, written downwards)

“Hemlock the Exordium Launch” (near an incredibly large-taloned creature being hatched from an egg)
Here is your assignment, to be completed by the end of class on Friday:

You will be writing TWO pieces, from TWO points of view (one in first-person, the other in third-person).  You are to use one of the catch phrases above, and try to create the person to whom it would have been attached.  The voice should be very strong in your piece.  The direction in which you take it is up to you.  The trick is, whatever you choose to narrate in first-person, you must also narrate in third-person, to show someone else’s perception of the same event.  The event may be school- or grad-related, or it could be this person’s first date or wedding day.  It could even be a typical meal, sitting around the table of this person.  Take your reader into the mind of your character, then switch it up to give us another perspective of the same event.

