Of Mice and Men Guiding Questions

Please read the quotes below, then respond to the accompanying questions.

1.  “There is a path through the willows and among the sycamores, a path beaten hard by boys coming down from the ranches to swim in the deep pool, and beaten hard by tramps who come wearily down from the highway in the evening to jungle-up near water.  In front of the low horizontal limb of a giant sycamore there is an ash pile made by many fires; the limb is worn smooth by men who have sat on it.” (p.1)

In this passage, Steinbeck introduces us to the beginnings of his flair for naturalism in his writing.  In doing so, he also manages to lay the framework for the setting.  How does he make it seem like this could be the setting for many other stories, not just that of Lennie and George?
2. “Behind him walked his opposite, a huge man, shapeless of face, with large, pale eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet a little, the way a bear drags his paws.  His arms did not swing at his sides, but hung loosely.” (p. 2)

Steinbeck quickly creates a strong visual of one of our main characters, Lennie.  Based on the description above, what can we likely infer and predict about Lennie’s behaviour.  How might this foreshadow future incidents in the novel?

3.  “They had walked in single file down the path, and even in the open one stayed behind the other.  Both were dressed in denim trousers and in denim coats with brass buttons.  Both wore black, shapeless hats and both carried tight blanket rolls slung over their shoulders.” (p.2)
This story is written in third-person narrative (you can later determine if it’s limited or omniscient).  From what you can determine so far, is third-person the best narrative choice, or would first-person be more effective?  Explain the merits of each in sharing a story of this nature.

4.  “George’s hand remained outstretched imperiously.  Slowly, like a terrier who doesn’t want to bring a ball to its master, Lennie approached, drew back, approached again.  George snapped his fingers sharply, and at the sound Lennie laid the mouse in his hand.” (p. 9)

The quote above gives us a brilliant insight into the dynamic of the relationship between Lennie and George.  How would YOU describe it?  Do you believe it must be that way?  Why or why not?  How else COULD it be?

5.  “I like ‘em with ketchup.” (p. 10)

What is the significance of this seemingly insignificant line?  Think about how Steinbeck has captured so much of Lennie’s personality through this one single phrase.
6.  “’An whatta I got’, George went on furiously.  ‘I got you!  You can’t keep a job and you lose me ever’ job I get.  Jus’ keep me shovin’ all over the country all the time.  An’ that ain’t the worst.  You get in trouble.  You do bad things an I got to get you out.’   His voice rose nearly to a shout.  ‘You crazy son-of-a-bitch.  You keep me in hot water all the time.’  He took on the elaborate manner of little girls when they are mimicking one another.  ‘Jus’ wanted to feel that girl’s dress-jus’ wanted to pet it like it was a mouse – Well, how the hell did she know you jus’ wanted to feel her dress?  She jerks back and you hold on like it was a mouse.  She yells and we got to hide in a irrigation ditch all day with guys lookin’ for us, and we gotta’ sneak out in the dark and get outta the country.  All the time somethin’ like that- all the time.  I wisht I could put you in a cage with about a million mice an’ let you have fun.’  His anger left him suddenly.  He looked across the fire at Lennie’s anguished face, and then he looked ashamedly at the flames.” (9. 11)
In this passage, Steinbeck is able to fold a flashback (it provides their backstory) into the folds of this story through George’s rant.  How does this tone, with its included backstory, help to set the tone of the novel?  (Side note:  look at the great use of punctuation to add to George’s tone)
7.  “Guys like us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world.” (p. 13)
In your opinion, does this phrase apply to Lennie and George?  Is it still possible for either of them to be lonely, even though they are together?  Explain.
8.  “’Well, look.  Lennie – if you happen to get in trouble like you always done before, I want you to come right here an’ hide in the brush.’

‘Hide in the brush,’ said Lennie slowly.

‘Hide in the brush till I come for you.  Can you remember that?’”

Explain how the quote above might bring us back to the guiding principles of naturalism.
9.  “George went on.  ‘With us it ain’t like that.  We got a future.  We got somebody to talk to that gives a damn about us.  We don’t have to sit in no bar room blowin’ in our jack jus’ because we got no place else to go.  If them other guys gets in jail they can rot for all anybody gives a damn, but not us.’”
If we see George as one of the protagonists of the story, and every protagonist has a goal they are trying to achieve, then what might George’s goal REALLY be?  Do some logical predicting here from what you know so far, and from what you are understanding through the interaction between our two main characters.

