Potential Topics for a Research Essay
1. Hamlet was/was not mad.  

2.  Conflict is an idea that is central to all drama.  Explain how Hamlet presents both inner and outer conflicts. 

3. Hamlet is Shakespeare’s greatest work.

4. Discuss Hamlet’s treatment of women throughout the play.   Include how he talks about sexuality and the whims of women, and his potential as a misogynist, if you believe that fits.

5. Analyze the use of comedy in this play, and any other Shakespearean plays you prefer.  How did Shakespeare use comedy?  For what purposes?  How does this relate to his role as a playwright who wants to fill the empty seats of the theatre? 
Once you select a topic, then determine your opinion.  From there, outline what, essentially, you want to say in your essay (a loose outline will fit here).  The next step is to see what research you can find to support your opinion or assertion.  Remember, you are not merely using other sources to fill the pages (I don’t want to learn about a three-toed sloth), but you ARE using the academic works of others to support what YOU believe.  Figure out when you should use a direct quote versus an indirect quote from your source in order to maintain the flow of your own paper.  Also, remember the MLA format that you’ll need to employ.
You will need to hand in (this is the order from the top to the bottom):

1.  Rubric

2. Final draft of essay

3. Completed peer edit checklist

4. Edited draft (however many of these you complete)

5. Outline/notes

We’ll do some of this in class, as well as determining the dates each part of the process will be due.  Good luck!
Essay Checklist - Peer

1.  Content/Ideas

Is the main idea clear?





_____________

Are all of the ideas/events relevant to the main idea?

_____________

2.  Organization

Is there a specific form? (narrative/persuasive/expository)

_____________

Is there a strong and clear introduction?



_____________

Are there transitions between and within paragraphs?

_____________

Is there an adequate conclusion?




_____________
Has the author correctly employed MLA citation?


_____________
3.  Word Choice

Are there interesting and/or subject-specific words used?

_____________

Did you try using figurative language? (metaphors, etc.)

_____________

4.  Voice

Do you show that you care about the topic?



_____________

Does the writing represent strong feeling and individuality? 

_____________

(Could the reader tell that it is YOU, and not just anyone?)

5.  Sentence Fluency/Structure

Did you include different kinds of sentences 


_____________

(simple, compound, complex) in your writing?





Did you include a variety of sentence lengths and 

beginnings to create flow?





_____________

6.  Conventions



Check  internal punctuation(commas, semi-colons, 

apostrophes, etc.)





_____________

Check that dialogue is paragraphed, if applicable


_____________

Check that most words are spelled correctly



_____________

Check that grammar sounds correct



_____________

Editor’s name ______________________  Author’s name ________________________
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	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Use of supporting information 
	Writer has employed alternate sources, with great control, to support own assertion, and has maintained the flow of the paper. 
	Writer has employed alternate sources, with some control, to support own assertion, and has mainly maintained the flow of the paper. 
	Writer has attempted to employ alternate sources to support own assertion, but the writing seems somewhat stilted as a result. 
	Writer has attempted alternate sources, but they are placed awkwardly throughout the piece. 

	Sources (Content) 
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	All sources used for quotes and facts are credible and most are cited correctly. 
	Most sources used for quotes and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	Many sources used for quotes and facts are less than credible (suspect) and/or are not cited correctly. 

	Support for Topic (Content) 
	Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but perhaps obvious, at a relatively superficial level. 
	Supporting details and information are mainly relevant, but very basic. 
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or do not support the topic. 
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