English 111

The Lottery

by Shirley Jackson

Essay Questions 

Answer three of the following essay questions. Make sure that your answers are clear, and that the spelling and grammar is correct. 

1. Of course such lotteries have never existed. Therefore the story must be presenting some sort of message. For example, it might be a satire of religious rituals in modern times. Or it may be a commentary on the fragility of family loyalties. What other possibilities occur to you? Which can be best supported by evidence within the text? 

2. The lottery is run by two men named Graves and Summers. What 
significance can you see in the choice of names? Do any other names in the story have interesting connotations? 

3. Trace the changes in Tessie Hutchinson’s attitude in the course of the story. What do these changes suggest about a possible theme for the story? 

4. The story is full of details about small-town life, for example, the children’s play before the lottery begins. What other details suggest a peaceful rural setting? Describe the contrast between the setting and characters and the plot. 

Irony

Answer each of the following.  Each question must have 5 answers.

Irony is used when the author contrasts what is said or described with what is really meant. In The Lottery we have an example of an ironic situation. 

1. How does the author increase the horror of the story by using irony? How does she fool the reader? 

2. What hints does the author give us that all is not what it appears to be? 

