Romeo and Juliet Act 1 Discussion Questions
Act 1 scene i

1. Describe the irony in the Prince’s speech (lines 79-95).
2. How is the theme of masculine honor shown in this first scene? 

3. What suggests that Romeo is a man looking for someone to love?  How would you describe his attitude?

4. Is Romeo's love for Rosaline mature or immature?

5. How are Benvolio and Tybalt different?

Act 1, scene ii

1. What impression of Capulet do you have from this scene?

2. Using a unique graphic organizer, compare both Capulet and Paris’ views on marriage.
3. How does Benvolio see the party as an opportunity for Romeo?
Act 1, scene iii

1. What is your impression of Juliet after reading this scene?

2. What are the pro-marriage arguments in this scene, and how does Juliet respond to them?

3. Contrast the characters of the Nurse and Lady Capulet in this scene.
Important Quote:
Juliet:

“I’ll look to like, if looking liking move;

But no more deep will I endart mine eye

Than your consent gives strength to make it fly.” (lines 98-100)

Act 1, scene iv

1. How are Mercutio and Benvolio different friends to Romeo?

2. What effect does Mercutio’s “Queen Mab” speech have on the audience’s perception of him?
Act 1, scene v
1. Based on what occurs in this scene, present and defend your opinion on “Love at first sight” as it applies to both Romeo and Juliet. 
2. Assess Capulet’s reaction to Tybalt’s outrage at the appearance of Romeo at the party. Why do both of them react the way they do?
