Predicting the outcome of Hamlet using the SCIENTIFIC METHOD

Since we’ve been referring A LOT to Bloom’s Taxonomy for Thinking, perhaps we should try applying some creative thinking to what, logically, YOU think should happen by the end of Hamlet.  So, let’s try to apply the standard scientific method to your assertions, and see what you can come up with.

As a VERY basic review, these are the steps to follow:


http://science.howstuffworks.com/scientific-method6.htm
The chart above is for you visual learners.  Now let’s take a look in more detail on the next page…
1. MAKE AN OBSERVATION – What have you been noticing thus far about the play that may be worth further investigation?  When does your metaphorical hamster seem to be really sprinting on his wheel?  (example: Geez, Hamlet is surrounded by corruption, but up until the murder of Polonius, he hadn’t really done anything wrong.  Will he fall victim to the rot that seems to be pervading Denmark?)
2. ASK A QUESTION - Identify exactly what it is that you wish to learn or determine. (Example one: Will Hamlet eventually be the King of Denmark?  Example two: Will Ophelia and Hamlet break the traditional modus operandi of Shakespeare’s tragedies and actually end up living happily ever after?)
3. FORM A HYPOTHESIS – Take an EXTREMELY educated guess, research the problem (as much as possible for this assignment), and use your information to try to answer your initial question, the one you developed above.  You should also indicate any VARIABLES that may be evident (and, yes, there are many), and how they may play into supporting (not proving – we’ll leave that to the experts!) your hypothesis.
4. CONDUCT AN EXPERIMENT – We can’t really do this step in its purest form, so, instead, how about conducting some SCENARIOS?  Follow them through from the very beginning to the very end, including any and all possible variables.  What are the “knowns”?  What are the unknowns?  How must you include and apply these variables?  What can be controlled?  What can’t?  Be patient, and thorough.
5. ACCEPT OR REJECT YOUR ORIGINAL HYPOTHESIS – State directly if your hypothesis was supported or disproven.  ALSO, please include whether or not you believe that your hypothesis should be accepted as a THEORY.  This means that you believe your hypothesis would stand up to many other experiments (or, in our case, scenarios) and provide similar data each time.
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