THE ESSAY

 

 

ESSAY – A BRIEF COMPOSITION ON A SINGLE TOPIC, OFTEN BUT NOT ALWAYS , COMMUNICATING THE AUTHOR’S PERSONAL IDEAS AND IMPRESSIONS. IT SHOULD DEVELOP A THESIS THROUGH A LOGICAL PROGRESSION OF IDEAS, WITH ATTENTION PAID TO UNITY, COHERENCE AND TONE.

 

GENERAL CLASSIFICATIONS : 

A. Formal : serious purpose/tone toward a significant subject matter in a formal literary style 

B. Informal : reflects the writer’s personality and interests for the purpose of entertaining his readers in a light style. 

 

SPECIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS : 

A.     Narrative : uses a series of events to make a point

B.     Descriptive : uses elaborate detail about a person, place or event to make a point

C.     Expository : uses step by step process to explain how something is done

D.     Argumentative : a thesis supported by examples, facts, and / or  reasons 

E.      Persuasive : an argumentative essay that has the added purpose of promoting a change in the reader’s opinions

 

AN ESSAY HAS 3 PARTS :
Beginning- gets the reader’s attention and reveals the subject

Middle – develops the essay

End – ties things neatly together by writing a brief summary, making a link with the opening or writing a punch line.

 

An essay has PURPOSE:
1. to communicate an experience 

2. to inform 

3. to lobby for support for a cause 

4. to arouse people to action 

5. to present a point of view 

6. just to entertain 

 

An essay has a PLAN(ways the essay is developed):

1. chronological order 

2. cause and effect 

3. personal experiences 

4. personal views 

5. examples 

6. details 

7. comparisons and contrasts 

 

An essay has TONE ( the writer’s attitude toward the subject): 

 Friendly, serious, distant, sentimental, sarcastic, angry, cheerful, cynical, resentful, playful…….

 

TERMS:
1.     ANECDOTE: a short narrative
2.     TONE : author’s attitude toward the subject
3.     DICTION: writer’s choice of words
4.     STYLE: how a writer writes…techniques used
5.     THESIS : the main point the author is trying to make
6.     UNITY : oneness of purpose and style
7.     COHERENCE: natural, smooth flowing connection of sentences and paragraphs
8.     TRANSITIONS: words/phrases that link sentences/paragraphs to achieve coherence examples : moreover, on the other hand, therefore, in addition, in conclusion …etc.
9.     PURPOSE: what the writer is trying to accomplish
10. AUDIENCE : the group the piece of writing is intended for
11. INCONGRUITY : illogical statements
12. EXAGGERATION: to stretch the truth to achieve an effect (hyperbole)
13. PARODY : a piece of writing that mimics another’s style for humor
14. MICROCOSM : a small sample, a representative world
15. RHETORICAL QUESTION: question asked only for effect to emphasize a point – no answer expected
16. INTERVIEW TECHNIQUE : the writer asks a question and then gives HIS OWN answer
17. POPULAR STYLE: consists of short paragraphs, a sentence or two in length
18. PUNCH LINE : planned kind of ending, a “catchy” one liner
19. THEME : the central focus
20. ANALOGY: a likeness in one or more ways between things otherwise unalike
21. RHETORICAL DEVICE – devices used to speak and write effectively
22. RESTATEMENT – repetition for emphasis
23. SATIRE : a humorous writing with a serious purpose
24. MYTH : an anonymous story, rooted in primitive folk beliefs 

