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“Using My Incredible Powers of Inference and Analysis”

Read the following VERY short excerpt (the first 12 lines of Hamlet), then tackle the ideas that follow.
Act One, Scene 1

Denmark.  Castle at Elsinore, upon the battlements.

Enter Barnardo and Francisco, two sentinels.
[Francisco is at his post.  Barnardo enters to him.]
Barnardo - 
Who’s there?

Francisco:
Nay, answer me.  Stand and unfold yourself.

Barnardo:
Long live the King!

Francisco:
Barnardo?

Barnardo:
He.

Francisco:
You come most carefully upon your hour.

Barnardo:
‘Tis now struck twelve.  Get thee to bed, Francisco.

Francisco:
For this relief much thanks.  ‘Tis bitter cold, and I am sick at heart.

Barnardo:
Have you had a quiet guard?

Francisco:
Not a mouse stirring.

Barnardo:
Well, good night.

1.  RIGHT OFF THE BAT, not looking back at the text, what do you know about what’s happening?  Do you get a sense of, well, anything?  You can be honest…

2. Alrighty, let’s use those powers of inference and analysis.  Look back to the text, and determine the following:

a.  Of which words are you unsure, if any?  Take a couple of minutes to look them up to help clarify their meaning for you.
b.  What is the setting?  Shakespeare has unfolded this rather slyly.  Take a look – where are they?  What is the time of year?  Why might this be important to what unfolds?  
c.  Who is there?  How are they speaking to each other?  Why?  What “feel” does this add to the scene?  How might this affect the setting?
d. Look to he lines spoken by Francisco.  What do they tell us about him?  How might Shakespeare be using this as foreshadowing?  What can you infer?

e.  Barnardo asks if Francisco has had “a quiet guard.”  What, then, can we infer about Francisco’s OTHER “guards”?  What implication can we make about how this might unfold in the plot? 

