Expository Writing

Expository Writing requires that the writer give information, explain the topic or define something.

Focus: To focus means to draw attention to the topic, or to place emphasis on it. How? 

 


Make sure that the topic sentence has a subject that is about the topic and clearly states a purpose.  
     For instance:  Assume that the topic is how to make a sandwich.  You need a thesis statement:

 

"I really like sandwiches, and I will tell you how to make them."

 

This is an unfocused thesis because the subject of the sentence is "I" rather than “sandwiches.”  The focus, then, is on the writer rather than on

the topic. In expository writing, stay away from first and second person pronouns.  Focus is often lost by placing emphasis on the writer or reader.

 

"Sandwiches make a delicious lunch and can be made in a few easy steps."

 

Now we have something to work with.  The subject is “sandwiches" and the reader knows what can be expected from the paper.  Finish the paragraph with material to make the reader want to read on.
Before you begin your paragraph decide what kind of sandwich you are going to make: _____________________

Next, make a list of steps required to make that sandwich:

1. _________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________________________
6. _________________________________________________________________
7. _________________________________________________________________
8. _________________________________________________________________
9. _________________________________________________________________
10. _______________________________________________________________
11. __________________________________________

12. __________________________________________
Finally, create a paragraph using these steps.  Be sure to use complete sentences, and have a clear topic sentence.


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
