ENGLISH 112

Our Literary Heritage

“The Ambitious Guest”    page 348

Vocabulary: precipice, inclemency, refuge, posterity, pertinacious,

                    sepulchre, annihilated, fate

1. After reading the news article this story is based on, write the who, what ,where and when of the disaster this story is based on.

2. Quote 7 examples of foreshadowing that Hawthorne uses to build the suspense.

3. List the people in the house. Which stage of growth in a person’s life does each one represent? What is the ambition of each?

4. What is the setting of this story?

5. Who is the protagonist? Antagonist?

6. Discuss 3 conflicts.

7. Quote a line that is the climax.

8. How does this fictional account end differently from the actual event related in the news article?

9. What is theme of the story?

10. What do the mountain and the avalanche symbolize?

11. What type of irony is illustrated through the guest? Explain in a paragraph.
The Ambitious Guest – Writing Assignment 

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

1. Write a newspaper article which reports on the incidents of this story. Cover the “who, what, when, where and if possible, how and why”

2. Write a prequel which sets up events for the story or a sequel that explains some of the mystery surrounding the “Guest”. Remember his final irony: wanting to be famous; dying unknown.

3. Re-write Hawthorne’s version of events from an original point of view – there are many characters to choose from.

