  

MOVIE CRITIQUE
While you are watching the film:

· Jot down important information as to what you are observing. 

· Acting of each character

· The emotions that your experience

· The directing and decisions made by the director.

· The storyline

PART ONE: Opening statement. Opening Paragraph

Begin by creating an opening that will draw readers in. This may mean citing a memorable line in the movie or alluding to a key moment. This is one of the most important parts of your review, because if you don't entice readers to read on, your review will go unnoticed.
Write a short paragraph including the name of the movie, the director, producer, the three top stars, and the year of release. Also include when and where you watched the film and any special comments on its release (was it an abridged or colorized version, was it in more than one part, was it part of a series, was it based on a novel, etc.)
PART TWO: The body (2-3 paragraphs)
Talk about the setting, plot, special effects and other features of the film. Try to place the reader in your shoes and experience. This gives them a good understanding as to what the movie was about. Highlight key scenes and character development. Here is where you will want to tell the reader what you found impressive or unimpressive about the movie. Allude to the climax of the movie within these middle paragraphs. You will not want to give away what it is, of course, but giving hints builds interest. Many readers become angry at a "spoiler," or a critique that gives away the best moment of the movie, so do not forget to cleverly conceal this with your writing

PART THREE: The Reality
Were there any characters in the movie based on real people? If so, who were they and were they treated with historical accuracy? Were there any real events (battles, migrations, laws, etc.)? If so, were they correct as to event, time period, etc.? If there were NO real characters or events in a historical movie, it was probably a conscious decision on the part of the writers and director. Try to analyze why reality was omitted. (HINT: It is very probable you will need to do serious research for this paragraph both to find out if people or things were real and if they were presented accurately.) 

PART FIVE: Evaluation
Give an evaluation of the film. Don't just say, "I liked it because it was a good movie," or "I hated it because it was boring." Like a real film critic, point out the strengths and weaknesses of the movie. Which actors did a good job and which were inadequate? Were there places where the plot was vague, too slow, or too fast? Were there stereotyped roles or rounded characterizations? Did the story build to a logical climax and resolve itself satisfactorily? Did it hold the viewer's interest uniformly? Why? If the film was done many years ago, would it be done differently now? Why? Did the film make the viewer more aware of history or just confuse the issue? What would have made the film better? Would you recommend the film to another student? Why?
Leave the reader either loving or loathing the movie with a key line. Your closing is just as important as your beginning, so make sure it's interesting!

