1. THOUGHTFULLY NOTATE THIS ARTICLE TO SHOW EVIDENCE OF YOUR THINKING THROUGHOUT YOUR READING (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world, and vocab strategies).

2. RESPOND TO THE “Food for Thought” SECTION BELOW THE ARTICLE.

Toronto woman denied haircut files human rights complaint

'I want the shop to be cited and forced to give haircuts'

CBC News  Posted: Nov 15, 2012 5:37 PM ET 

A Toronto barbershop has found itself at the centre of a human rights complaint after its barbers refused to cut a woman's hair.

Faith McGregor, 35, went to the Terminal Barber Shop on Bay Street, back in June looking for a haircut.

But she was turned away. 
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Faith McGregor, 35, has filed a human-rights complaint
The barbers, who are all Muslim, told her their religion didn't allow them to cut the hair of a woman who is not a member of their family.

McGregor filed a human rights complaint.

Barbara Hall, the head of the Ontario Human Rights Commission, said she isn't surprised by the action. 

She said that as Canada becomes more diverse, rights are coming into conflict.

"No right is absolute," said Hall. "So no right trumps another."

At the Muslim Association of Canada, many expressed shock that the complaint is being heard.

"It is in the holy Koran, you are not allowed to cut the hair of a woman," said Mohammed Hassan. "Only a woman is supposed to cut the hair of another woman."

But McGregor wants that to change.

"I want the shop to be cited and forced to give haircuts in the fashion they provide [barbershop style] to any woman, or man that asks for one," she said.

McGregor is also asking that a sign be posted in the front window stating both men and woman will be served.

The case will go to mediation in February. 

______________________________________________________________________________

Food For thought Section 1:   What do you think about this situation?  Do the shop owners have a right to religious freedom, or does Ms. McGregor have the right to be served? Which right should trump the other? Explain (Evaluation).

Now that you have your own thoughts down, read through some comments from the website: 

Arte et Labore wrote:   “ Her rights have not been violated, she is free to get a haircut by a man or a woman at hundreds of establishments throughout the city.  This is no different than the many ‘women only’ gyms across Canada”

Ya Sure wrote: Around the world, people are starving to death, disenfranchised, unjustly imprisoned, enslaved, subjected to genocide and oppression, and this is what constitutes a human rights crisis in Canada? 

Mahou Shouju wrote: “...Muslims living in a non-Muslim country are expected to obey a country’s laws. In Canada, multiculturalism has become a burden and a curse...”

Cleveland Brown:  “ this comment and related replies have been removed by the moderator”

Food for thought section 2:   

A) List at least three reasons why the moderator would have removed Cleveland Brown’s comment (Applying).

B) Now that you have seen a few comments modeled above, have considered other points of view as well as reasons why a comment would not be appropriate,  write your own thoughtful and concise comment that would be worthy of a post on the CBC website 

(Evaluation/applying) – you may need to use the back of this page):Around the world people are starving to death, disenfranchised, unjustly imprisoned, enslaved, subjected to genocide and oppression, and this is what constitutes a human rights crisis in Canada?Her rights have not been violated, she is free to get her hair cut by a man or women at hundreds of other establishments throughout the city. 

This is no different than the many "Women only gyms" through out Canada that have been challenged in court and wonHer rights have not been violated, she is free to get her hair cut by a man or women at hundreds of other establishments throughout the city. 

Her rights have not been violated, she is free to get her hair cut by a man or women at hundreds of other establishments throughout the city. 


