1. THOUGHTFULLY PROVIDE NOTATION ON THIS ARTICLE TO SHOW EVIDENCE OF YOUR THINKING THROUGHOUT YOUR READING (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world, and vocab strategies).

2. RESPOND TO THE “Food for Thought” SECTION BELOW THE ARTICLE.

     Aristotle

Aristotle's father was Nicomachus, a doctor who lived near Macedon, in the north of Greece. So unlike Socrates and Plato, Aristotle was not originally from Athens. He was not from a rich family like Plato, though his father was not poor either. 

When Aristotle was a young man, about 350 BC, he went to study at Plato's Academy. Plato was already pretty old then. Aristotle did very well at the Academy. But he never got to be among its leaders, and when Plato died, the leaders chose someone else instead of Aristotle to lead the Academy. Probably Aristotle was pretty upset about this.

Soon afterwards, Aristotle left Athens and went to Macedon to be the tutor of the young prince Alexander, who grew up to be Alexander the Great. As far as we can tell, Alexander was not much interested in learning anything from Aristotle, but they did become friends. 
When Alexander grew up and became king, Aristotle went back to Athens and opened his own school there, the Lyceum (lie-SAY-um), in competition with Plato's Academy. Both schools were successful for hundreds of years.

Aristotle was more interested in science than Socrates or Plato, maybe because his father was a doctor. He wanted to use Socrates' logical methods to figure out how the real world worked; therefore Aristotle is really the father of today's scientific method. Aristotle was especially interested in biology, in classifying plants and animals in a way that would make sense. This is part of the Greek impulse to make order out of chaos: to take the chaotic natural world and impose a man-made order on it.

When Alexander was traveling all over Western Asia, he had his messengers bring strange plants back to Aristotle for his studies. Aristotle also made efforts to create order in peoples' governments. He created a classification system of monarchies, oligarchies, tyrannies, democracies and republics which we still use today. 

When Alexander died in 323 BC, though, there were revolts against Macedonian rule in Athens. People accused Aristotle of being secretly on the side of the Macedonians (and maybe he was; he was certainly, like Plato, no democrat). He left town quickly, and spent the last years of his life back in the north again where he had been born.      (www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/philosophy/aristotle.htm)
Aristotle was the first to classify areas of human knowledge into distinct disciplines such as mathematics, biology, and ethics. Some of these classifications are still used today.

Aristotle saw ultimate reality in physical objects, knowable through experience. Objects, including organisms, were composed of a potential, their matter, and of a reality, their form; thus, a block of marble -- matter -- has the potential to assume whatever form a sculptor gives it, and a seed or embryo has the potential to grow into a living plant or animal form. In living creatures, the form was identified with the soul; plants had the lowest kinds of souls, animals had higher souls which could feel, and humans alone had rational, reasoning souls. In turn, animals could be classified by their way of life, their actions, or, most importantly, by their parts.

Though Aristotle's work in zoology was not without errors, it was the grandest biological synthesis of the time, and remained the ultimate authority for many centuries after his death. His observations on the anatomy of octopus, cuttlefish, crustaceans, and many other marine invertebrates are remarkably accurate, and could only have been made from first-hand experience with dissection. Aristotle described the embryological development of a chick; he distinguished whales and dolphins from fish; he described the chambered stomachs of ruminants and the social organization of bees; he noticed that some sharks give birth to live young -- his books on animals are filled with such observations, some of which were not confirmed until many centuries later. 

Aristotle's classification of animals grouped together animals with similar characters into genera (used in a much broader sense than present-day biologists use the term) and then distinguished the species within the genera. He divided the animals into two types: those with blood, and those without blood (or at least without red blood). These distinctions correspond closely to our distinction between vertebrates and invertebrates. The blooded animals, corresponding to the vertebrates, included five genera: viviparous quadrupeds (mammals), birds, oviparous quadrupeds (reptiles and amphibians), fishes, and whales (which Aristotle did not realize were mammals). The bloodless animals were classified as cephalopods (such as the octopus); crustaceans; insects (which included the spiders, scorpions, and centipedes, in addition to what we now define as insects); shelled animals (such as most molluscs and echinoderms); and "zoophytes," or "plant-animals," which supposedly resembled plants in their form -- such as most cnidarians. 

Where Aristotle differed most sharply from medieval and modern thinkers was in his belief that the universe had never had a beginning and would never end; it was eternal. Change, to Aristotle, was cyclical: water, for instance, might evaporate from the sea and rain down again, and rivers might come into existence and then perish, but overall conditions would never change. 

In the later Middle Ages, Aristotle's work was rediscovered and enthusiastically adopted by medieval scholars. His followers called him Ille Philosophus (The Philosopher), or "the master of them that know," and many accepted every word of his writings -- or at least every word that did not contradict the Bible -- as eternal truth. Fused and reconciled with Christian doctrine into a philosophical system known as Scholasticism, Aristotelian philosophy became the official philosophy of the Roman Catholic Church. As a result, some scientific discoveries in the Middle Ages and Renaissance were criticized simply because they were not found in Aristotle. It is one of the ironies of the history of science that Aristotle's writings, which in many cases were based on first-hand observation, were used to impede observational science. (http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/history/aristotle.html)
Quotes from Aristotle:
· A friend is a second self. 

· All human actions have one or more of these seven causes: chance, nature, compulsion, habit, reason, passion, and desire. 

· All paid jobs absorb and degrade the mind. 

· Education is the best provision for the journey to old age. 
· Happiness depends upon ourselves. 

· It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it. 

· It is in justice that the ordering of society is centered. 

· Man perfected by society is the best of all animals; he is the most terrible of all when he lives without law, and without justice. 

· Men acquire a particular quality by constantly acting a particular way... you become just by performing just actions, temperate by performing temperate actions, brave by performing brave actions. 

· Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work. 

· Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime. 

· The only stable state is the one in which all men are equal before the law. 

· We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence then, is not an act, but a habit. 

· It is not always the same thing to be a good man and a good citizen. 

· Young people are in a condition like permanent intoxication, because youth is sweet and they are growing. 

· Evil brings men together. 

· A flatterer is a friend who is your inferior, or pretends to be so.
· Wretched, ephemeral race, children of chance and tribulation, why do you force me to tell you the very thing which it would be most profitable for you not to hear? The very best thing is utterly beyond your reach: not to have been born, not to be, to be nothing. However, the second best thing for you is: to die soon. 
· I count him braver who overcomes his desires than him who overcomes his enemies. 
· All men by nature desire knowledge. 

· To be conscious that we are perceiving or thinking is to be conscious of our own existence. 

· In the arena of human life the honours and rewards fall to those who show their good qualities. 

· In all things of nature there is something of the marvelous. 

· He who is unable to live in society, or who has no need because he is sufficient for himself, must be either a beast or a god. 

· If liberty and equality, as is thought by some are chiefly to be found in democracy, they will be best attained when all persons alike share in the government to the utmost. 

· Nature does nothing uselessly. 

· The best political community is formed by citizens of the middle class. 

· A whole is that which has beginning, middle and end. 

· It is simplicity that makes the uneducated more effective than the educated when addressing popular audiences. 

Food For Thought:

1.  In the space below, please indicate three items from this article that you either (a) didn’t know about Aristotle, or (b) found rather impressive about Aristotle. (Understanding level)

2.  Which style and voice of writing did you prefer, (a) page one of the article, or (b) page two of the article?  Clearly explain why.  (Analyzing/Evaluating level)
3.  On the quotes page, underline or highlight the 5 items with which you MOST AGREE.  Now, in the space below, select the ONE with which you most agree, and argue why you think it is the most important, relevant, or true.  Use your own experiences and connections to really support your view. (Evaluating level)
