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Act II, scene i

1. Explain the dramatic purposes of Banquo’s speech and the conversation between Banquo and Macbeth.
2. If you were directing a performance of Macbeth, would you make the dagger visible or invisible and why?

Act II, scene ii

1. Why does Duncan’s murder not take place on stage?

2. What evidence is there that Lady Macbeth is not as strong as she would like to believe?  What does she warn Macbeth the dangers are of thinking too deeply on their deeds?

3. What sentiment does Macbeth express at the end of this scene?  What does this reveal about Macbeth’s character?  Why would it be necessary to emphasis this point?

4. Why is the insistent knocking dramatically effective?

Act II, scene iii

1. The Porter’s speech serves several dramatic purposes.  Discuss a few of them.

2. Quote any of the lines in this scene that seem to suggest that some of the other lords may be suspicious of Macbeth.

3. How does Macbeth attempt to justify his action in killing the king’s servants?

4. Is Lady Macbeth’s faint real or feigned?  Justify your opinion.

5. Why do Malcolm and Donalbain flee, and how do they play into Macbeth’s hands?

Act II, scene iv

1. What strange events are said to have accompanied the murder of Duncan?  What might each symbolize?

2. What news does Macduff bring?

3. Of what dramatic importance is Macduff’s refusal to attend the coronation of Macbeth in Scone?

