The Musical- Theatre Arts 120
Choose a musical. Search Music theatre International, Samuel French or another drama script service. Choose a musical and develop a proposal for the next JMH production. The assignment is simple. Prepare a 10-15 minute professional presentation where you will try to persuade me to use your choice as the next production. You have an open license as director, you can choose the dates as some shows require certain times of year. You can choose the type of stage and the designs. As director my first task is understanding the show, the plot, the themes and picture each scene.

Marking:

1. Groups of no more than 3- Group participation (5)
2. Build a diorama of the stage with a scene on it. This gives perspective to the director. (20)
3. Sketches of costume and set (10)
4. Budget (10)
5. Outline of themes, plots and strong emotional content. (10)
6. The wow effect (10) 

7. Persuasion (10) 

8. Casting (5)- Be able to give your reasons for the cast.

9. How will you market it  (10)

10. Poster for the show (10)

Wednesday 16th December- Thursday 17th December.


Remember there are some things that you must consider:
The audience- Miramichi


Remember that Miramichi  is not essentially an artsy town. However it has strong ties to music, therefore musicals are usually a hit. Ask yourself what sells and how many times will it will sell. Ask yourself how you market it in order to draw a crowd.

The cost


Each show has performance rights. If you purchase a show from either of the above companies then the rights will estimate around $2000. Also remember to include in your budget the cost for costumes, props, effects, rentals and other expenses.

The props 


These can range from the expensive to the cheapest looking show. Understand that there are two types of props. Large ones that set the scene and smaller ones that develop and move the actors into action. The Large props include, stage props for scene, backdrops and movable objects- blocks, ect. The smaller ones are ones the actors manipulate, eg: phones, newspaper ect. They all have a cost to it. For example a painted backdrop for our theatre will start at $300. Spend on the things that attract the audience.

Costume


Each show must have costume associated with the time period. This can get expensive- figure about $40 per actor, unless the period is modern where you can cut cost. The costume designs that you draw should do two things. First of all reflect the time period and secondly accentuate the actor’s character. 

Casting


When you cast your show be able to justify who and why you put those people in the roles. Explain their abilities and how if affected your casting. You may choose to use actors in our school or professional actors if it makes the job easier. Essentially we are casting out of the school.

The wow effect: In every show there should be something that the audience goes home talking about. This is the reason they come back to see more and it is great advertising for you show.

