The Industrial Revolution Project: Making Connections

The intent of making connections is to allow comparison of a historical period (in this case Industrial Revolution) with other historical events as well as modern events.

For this project, possible comparisons include: 

(a) contrasting the Industrial period’s impact on the environment with the ecological footprint of industry today.  In terms of this suggestion, students are advised to limit their study to specific questions e.g., was there an environmental movement during the Industrial revolution as exists today?  How has the ecological footprint of a household changed from the Industrial period to today? Was there a concern for public (urban) green space during the Industrial Period and how is that similar to the balance modern society is seeking between green space and the economy?
(b) the Industrial Revolution could be compared with The Information Age (comparing technological revolutions)

(c) industry in the 21st Century could be compared with that of the Industrial period e.g. working conditions then and now,  21st Century out-sourcing may be compared with practices of past colonizers.  

(d) Case study:  Fort McMurray.  Compare the modern day evolving industrialized society of Fort McMurray with 19th London during the Industrial Revolution.  Note:  Other 19th century cities may be substituted e.g. Manchester.  

(e) The concept of childhood:  How were children perceived/treated in the 19th century?  How has this changed?

Students may also come up with their own topics for comparison, but must have topics approved by the teacher.
Format:  PPT (10 slides minimum) or Essay form (500 words)

Value: 50
Due: Thursday, October 4th, 2012
