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1. As August Rush demonstrates, rock and classical music aren’t as spate as one might initially believe. They can be fused together to create music that is quite powerful and wonderful.

a) Examples of artists who have fused different types of music together are Elvis Presley, Queen, and Ben Folds. For each artist determine which styles have been fused:
Elvis Presley – 

Queen – 

Ben Folds – 


b) Find three other artists who fuse different types of music together to create a unique style. List the styles they use.
Artists 1: ____________________________________________________

Artist 2: 


Artists 3:
____________________________________________________
	
2. Think about your life and the emotions you have on a daily basis. If you had to make a movie about a day in your life, what five songs would you select for your “Me” soundtrack? Think about the songs and artists that best represent the emotions you feel as you engage in your day-to-day activities.

A) Select five songs that reflect you – your various emotions and feelings to create your own soundtrack about you. What instruments are used in the different songs, what are their different tempos and beats? What are your favorite lines or melodies from these songs? Why?


Song Title #1 :  _____________________________
Artist(s): _____________________________
Instruments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tempo(Speed): _____________________
Favorite Parts (Example: Verse 1, chorus, guitar solo,etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What this song makes me feel: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Song Title #2: _____________________________
Artist(s): _____________________________
Instruments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tempo(Speed): _____________________
Favorite Parts (Example: Verse 1, chorus, guitar solo,etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What this song makes me feel: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Song Title #3 : _____________________________
Artist(s): _____________________________
Instruments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tempo(Speed): _____________________
Favorite Parts (Example: Verse 1, chorus, guitar solo,etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What this song makes me feel: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Song Title #4 : _____________________________
Artist(s): _____________________________
Instruments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tempo(Speed): _____________________
Favorite Parts (Example: Verse 1, chorus, guitar solo,etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What this song makes me feel: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Song Title #5 : _____________________________
Artist(s): _____________________________
Instruments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tempo(Speed): _____________________
Favorite Parts (Example: Verse 1, chorus, guitar solo,etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What this song makes me feel: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. August has a unique way of playing the guitar. Rather than strum the strings to create harmonies, he uses a combination of slap harmonics on the strings and rhythmic beating on the body of the guitar to create a very powerful and unique sound. August’s method of playing guitar is almost one of a kind.

Sometimes it feels good and is right to do things the way others do, but sometimes it is exciting to take something and make it one of a kind. We see this not only with the way August plays guitar, but also in the way that certain artists remake songs. Many songs have been performed by a number of different artists, each performing them in a way that reflects that artist’s interpretation of the lyrics.

a) Listen to clips of the following songs and discuss the way each version makes you feel. Compare and contrast each artist’s rendition and explore how the same lyrics can seem so different when sung by someone else.
	Song
	Artist
	Differences
	Similarities

	Believer




Believer






Have A Little 
Faith In me







Have A Little Faith In Me





Trouble






Trouble








	The Monkees




Smash Mouth






John Hiatt








Mandy Moore






Taylor Swift






Jessie J
	
	









b) Select two songs of your choice which have been “covered” by an artist and made into a unique style as a result. Complete the same steps as above.
	Song
	Artist
	Differences
	Similarities

	

























	
	
	








4. Not everyone is a musical prodigy like August who has the ability to compose musical arrangements with little to no formal music education. However, everyone can create a unique song with the help of others.
a) Pick one of your favorite songs and write down what about this song that appeals to you. Is it the music or the lyrics? Both?


b) Now think about something that means a lot to you. It can be the way you feel about something or a family member, a pet, or something you like to do. Maybe it is a memory from when you were little that means a lot to you. It can even be about the importance of an issue you feel strongly about.

c) [bookmark: _GoBack]Now, keep in mind the melody and the beat of the song you picked, and write new lyrics for that song with the message you want to share(or not want to share) with others about what’s important to you. You can also create your own music to go along with your lyrics, if you wish. This newly created song can be something you keep to yourself, but it can also be shared with others.
