Canada’s Agriculture, Food and Beverage Industry
Canada’s agriculture, food and beverage sector has reliable, cost-effective and flexible business environment, one that adapts product formulations quickly to meet the needs of buyers, and provides access to abundant supplies of the highest-quality ingredients in the world.  

Canada is already well known for safe, high-quality agriculture and food products. To continue to meet the changing demands of food consumers everywhere, Canada has developed a comprehensive new agricultural policy that will allow it to continue to offer customers around the world the very best in terms of the safety, quality and uniqueness of its products, and the environmentally responsible manner in which they are produced.

.

Dining Out

Dining out has always been a popular pastime for Canadians. In 2002, food services and drinking places employed some 765,000 people. Food and beverage processing or manufacturing is one of Canada's major secondary industries and a vital component of the nation's overall agribusiness system. Statistics Canada figures indicate that, in 1997, the food and beverage industry was the third largest employer in Canada, generating about $91 billion in domestic retail and food service sales. It spent nearly $24.7 billion on materials and supplies. 

For statistical purposes, the total agribusiness system can be broken down into 5 sectors: agriculture (and fisheries); food and beverage processing; wholesale trade; retail trade; and institutional feeding (restaurants, etc). Statistics Canada figures indicate that, in 1986, agribusiness employed 1.5 million people or 11.5% of Canada's labor force. Agriculture is the largest employer, with 518 000 people. 

It is interesting to note that, despite significant improvements in agricultural production, this figure has remained almost unchanged since 1971. In contrast, employment in the restaurant business expanded by an astounding 122% during the same period, from about 200 000 in 1971 to 444 900 in 1986. The third-largest sector, retail, has a work force of 230 500, followed by manufacturing with 220 200 and wholesale with 61 800. 

In some provinces, employment exceeds the 13.4% national figure: in Saskatchewan 26% of the labor force is engaged in agribusiness, in PEI 25%, in Newfoundland 19%, in Manitoba 17%, in New Brunswick 15.8%, in Nova Scotia 14.6% and in Alberta 13.9%. Only Québec (12.5%), Ontario (12.2%) and British Columbia (11.6%) fall below the national average. 

the food and beverage industries consist of 17 sectors: meat-processing industry, with 535 plants in operation in 1985; poultry-processing industry, 96; fish products industry, 390; dairy industry, 394; confectionery industry, 121; sugar industry, 9; fruit and vegetable industry, 222; baking industry, 1473; biscuit industry, 31; miscellaneous food industries, 356; vegetable oil industry, 11; feed industries, 554; flour and breakfast cereal industry, 58; soft-drink industry, 187; distilling industry, 30; brewing industry, 41; wine industry, 46. 
Also called: Snack Food Industry, Beverage Industry, Food and Beverage Processing Industry, Packaging Industry, Food Industry, Beverage and Food Industry, Liquor Industry, Food Processing Industry, Brewing Industry, Packaged Food Industry, Grocery Industry, Consumer Beverages Industry, Beverages Industry, and Soft Drinks Industry


Questions: 
1. What is Canada already well known for?

2. In 2002, how many people did food services and drinking places employ?
3. What are the 5 sectors of agribusiness?
4. What are the 17 sectors of the food and beverage industries?
5. What are 5 other nicknames for the Food and Beverage Industry?

