Introduction Assignment #3 - Reflecting on your own beliefs - Value 20 marks
1. Define the following terms in YOUR own words.
a) Fad 

b) Trend 

c) Pop icon (NOTE: refer to the pop culture and not the graphics symbol definition! Please!)
2. Complete the following table with examples of fads, trend and icons. Not sure what to include? Google is your friend!
	Fads
	Trends
	Icons

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


3. Pop culture, also known as popular culture, is just about anything popular in today’s Western culture. This includes movies, catchphrases, TV shows, celebrities, cartoons, actors, images, toys, commercials, Internet memes, social media, websites, books, fads, trends, music, gadgets, and just about anything found in mass media. Here’s a site with many examples of pop culture: http://mashable.com/category/pop-culture/
a) Although similar, there are differences between Canadian and American pop culture. Give three examples of such differences and explain why they are popular in one country and not the other.  If you’re not sure how to answer this question, try using Google to get more information. Examples:

· Poutine is very popular across Canada, especially in Quebec. It’s found in menus in many restaurants and often mentioned on TV shows such as Rick Mercer’s The Mercer Report.
· The Tragically Hip is a hugely successful band in Canada and may part of the world. While well-known and respected in Canada, they never really cracked the US market.
b) Make a list of 10 pop culture items. These can be current, out of style, or very old. Describe their impact by describing things such as its influence, impact, and/or importance in pop culture.
	Pop Culture Item
	Importance or Role

	Ex: The lolcats website
	This website features pictures of cats with fun captions and videos of cats getting into whatever cats get into. It’s also a collection of memes, and the pics are often shared through Facebook and emails.

	Ex: The Rubik’s Cube
	The Rubik’s Cube is a 3D toy puzzle that is still popular today. Millions of people enjoyed trying to solve the puzzle and there are even competitions where people try to solve the puzzle in the fastest time possible.

	Ex: YOLO
	YOLO is an acronym for “you only live once”. The term was made popular by Drake and found on t-shirts, Twitter hashtags, merchandise and also recently parodied on Saturday Night Live.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	 
	 

	 
	 

	
	

	
	

	 
	 

	 
	 


