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Analyzing Video Clips

Directors, cinematographers, screenplay writers, and others involved in the production process make
careful choices when setting up a scene in a movie or television show. Details such as camera angles and
movements, lighting, sound, and music do more than just help tell a story. They can also evoke emotion,
empathy, fright, excitement, and more from the viewers. These choices may also add to the symbolism in
the scene.

In order to better understand how these scenes are put together, it is useful to learn how to
deconstruct and analyze them. This will help you gain an appreciation for the thought that goes into
setting up an effective movie or television scene. Here are two video examples of film scene

analyses: Video Clip Analysis 1
Video Clip Analysis 2
Click here to view a written scene analysis.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrL-lNtN140
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CrL-lNtN140
http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos093.htm
http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos093.htm
http://ttp://www.centerdigitaled.com/artsandhumanities/The-Roles-of-the-Production-Team.html
http://ttp://www.centerdigitaled.com/artsandhumanities/The-Roles-of-the-Production-Team.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_XqvdEFoDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_XqvdEFoDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgW4G-9-BUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgW4G-9-BUA
https://nbvhs.nbed.nb.ca/content/English/MEDIA_STUDIES_120/MS120_PD_2014-15_S2/Extras/VideoSceneAnalysisSample.pdf?_&d2lSessionVal=kZe35pF9g6knXZzuhfLvKhXhe&ou=33016
https://nbvhs.nbed.nb.ca/content/English/MEDIA_STUDIES_120/MS120_PD_2014-15_S2/Extras/VideoSceneAnalysisSample.pdf?_&d2lSessionVal=kZe35pF9g6knXZzuhfLvKhXhe&ou=33016

ASSIGNMIENT

Video Analysis

After examining the sample film scene analyses on the previous page, it is
time to practice doing your own! It is important to remember that no two
analyses of a video clip will be exactly the same. What is important is that
you provide logical, thoughtful explanations of how certain elements make a
clip effective or weak.

And now for your assignment. Choose a scene from a film or television
show. This may be from film (animation and anime are acceptable), a
television show, or an intro scene from a video game. Note that clips must
be _appropriate for school. If you’re unsure if it's appropriate, ask your
teacher.

Before you begin, click here to read the rubric that describes how
you can earn full marks.

In order to mark your work, you must include or refer to the video clip you’re
analyzing. Your teacher must be able to access and view this clip. You may
include any of the following:

« Avideo clip of a film on YouTube

« A film available on Netflix. Refer to the clip used by indicating the start
and end times. For more hints on what to look for when analyzing a
scene click here.

When you have finished your analysis, check your work, and submit it to your
Media Studies folder in your student directory.
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http://www.wikihow.com/Analyze-a-Scene-in-a-Film
http://www.wikihow.com/Analyze-a-Scene-in-a-Film
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TV and Pop Culture

For all of your life, and
since before your parents
were even born, TV has
been closely tied to popular
culture (pop culture). Like
all mass media, television
transmits information and
entertainment to millions of
people around the world. It
contributes to, and reflects
pop culture. This is an
important fact about TV
and other mass media—
that they can both shape
and be shaped by pop
culture.

To appear current and
relevant to its viewers,
television must reflect
current culture. As soon as
TV falls behind the times, it
no longer fits into popular
(and therefore modern)
culture. In this way, pop
culture shapes TV.
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Television stations are in
an endless race for
viewers. Like any race, the
winner must be ahead of
the pack. This means that
TV stations try to guess
where pop culture is going,
and get there ahead of the
competition. Some TV
shows will include stories,
language or scenes that
"push the envelope" (that
seem daring or risky, or
more than many viewers
are ready for). They may
address subjects that much
of the public is still
uncomfortable discussing,
and highlight new products
and trends before they can
actually be called
"popular.” In this way, TV
shapes pop culture.



Journal Entry #7

Read the following statement and consider your reaction to it. Then, post your
response. You will also have to respond to the posts of at least two other students.

“There is no point pretending that movies, TV and videos are three different
media. Yes, there is a difference between a cell phone, an iPad, a cinema screen
and a TV screen, but the "moving-image" messages they deliver are all digital.
They can be accessed by any digital medium. People can watch The Hobbit at the
cinema or on their laptop. They can watch Modern Family on their smart phone
through Netflix. TV shows are online and videos are available everywhere. Who
knows what the future will be like, but all this will be more and more alike, not
more different as time goes on.”

Do you agree or disagree?

Why or why not?

Do you think television is a dying medium?

Does this statement reflect how you access these media?
Is this how you see the future of this type of media?

What do you think the future will look like?

Formulate your answer in a word doc and submit to your Media Studies folder
in you student directory.

[4]



