

Eng 112

Lyric Analysis Assignment Instructions
List 4 songs.
You will choose a song to analyze.  Once you have chosen your song from the list you are required to dissect the messages and writing techniques used by the author.  When your analysis is complete, you are required to prepare a written report and then present your findings to the class on  
Your written report should follow the organization specified below:

Page 1:  A sample  print out of your song lyrics with every fifth line numbered

Page 2:  
· Introduction, in which you discuss the musician/band.  Include background

information, awards, album title, and family history. 

· Write a paragraph on the meaning and theme of the song, in which you go into detail about the lyrics.  Be sure to reference any lines or verses as you discuss them.  This is where you will dissect the lyrics line by line, verse by verse.
· Figures of speech and writing techniques; here you will focus on any figures of

speech or other writing techniques (hyperbole, simile, metaphor, personification, imagery)  the songwriter might have used.  This section does not necessarily have to be in paragraph form, rather point form will do.
· Conclusion.  In a well-written paragraph, summarize your learning.  What you

liked about the assignment, what you found difficult etc.  Highlight those things you learned from your song that you didn’t know before.  Why would or wouldn’t you recommend this song to another person?

Your oral presentation will include the following:

1)  A viewing or listening of your song (You Tube, or CD).

2)  A brief summary of the musician/band and their career.

3)  A discussion of the meaning and theme found in your song.
4)  Point out any figures of speech or other writing techniques in the lyrics.
Lyric Analysis Project Rubric 
Name ____________________________________

Song Title ___________________________

Artist __________________

	Written Report
	5- Superior
	4- Competent
	3- Acceptable
	2- Marginal
	1- Weak

	Organization

and Neatness
	All components were included in your final report.  Your report was very organized and neat.  It was evident that you put a lot of time and pride into your work.


	All components were included in your final report.  Your report was organized and neat.  It was evident you put considerable time into your project.
	All components were included in your final report.  Your report was somewhat organized and neat.  You put an acceptable amount of time and effort into this project.
	Your final report was missing parts.  Parts of your report lacked organization and neatness.  You put a minimal amount of time and effort into this project.
	Several parts of your assignment were missing.  Your final report was not organized or neat.

	Analysis
	Your report indicated superior insight into the meaning of the song lyrics.  Your report was very thorough.  It discussed the meaning of the song.
	Your report indicated you had very good insight into the meaning of the song lyrics.  Your report discussed the meaning quite clearly.
	You made a commendable attempt at discussing the meaning, but some of your ideas lacked clarity. 
	Your report did not include a discussion of the the meaning.  Your ideas were not always clear.
	Your report did not include a discussion of the meaning.  You did not satisfactorily meet the requirements for this assignment. 



	Knowledge
	It is evident that you learned a lot from this assignment.  Your report accurately discusses a variety of figurative language and therefore proves you have a superior amount of knowledge with regards to poem and lyric analysis. By listening to your presentation, the audience learned a lot about the song lyrics you presented.  

	Your report indicates that you know a lot about figurative language and can find and dissect examples found in poems and song lyrics very well. The information you provided taught the audience many things they may not have known before.
	Your report indicates that you have a basic knowledge of figurative language and how to use this knowledge to analyze poems or song lyrics. Your presentation showed a basic knowledge of the lyrics you studied.  
	Your report did not show that you have a satisfactory level of knowledge with regards to the understanding and use of figurative language in poems or song lyrics. The audience did not get much new knowledge by listening to your presentation.
	Your report does not indicate that you are knowledgeable about figurative language or use it to dissect poems or song lyrics. If you learned anything from this project, it was not evident in your presentation.

	Oral Presentation -
Volume, tone, clarity,  posture…
	During your lyric presentation you consistently used exceptional speaking and presentation skills.  Your voice was clear, loud, and enthusiastic, and your body posture was excellent (you did not slouch or lower head).


	During your lyric presentation you mostly used very good speaking and presentation skills.
	During your lyric presentation you used satisfactory speaking and presentation skills.  
	During your lyric presentation your voice was not loud, or clear, enough to get your message across to the audience.  Your energy was low and your body posture was not strong.
	You did not use proper speaking or presentation skills while delivering your project.


