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Course Outline

English 112 is a college/university preparatory course designed to challenge students’ thinking and to question taken for granted assumptions about the world in which they live.  Successful completion of this course will prepare students for future post-secondary studies.  The course demands competent to strong reading and writing skills, and it aims to reinforce and extend upon concepts and skills learned in the Grades 9/10 Language Arts programs.
Students are expected to come to class prepared having read any required readings.  Class activities are planned, and discussion proceeds, under the assumption that students are familiar with daily material.  Each student should also have the following materials daily in order to be successful in this course:
· Binder with loose leaf

· Pens, pencils, highlighter

· Dividers

· Writing journal
· Any assigned texts or readings
· Memory stick for oral presentations
Curriculum Connections


General Curriculum Outcomes:

1. Speaking and Listening

2. Reading and Viewing

3. Writing and Representing
The Role of Critical Literacy:

Critical literacy is a way of thinking that involves questioning assumptions; investigating how forms of language construct and are constructed by particular social, historical, cultural, political, and economic contexts; and examining power relations embedded in language and communication.  Critical literacy is based on an awareness of the diversity of values, behaviours, social structures, and their forms of representation in the world (ELA Curriculum, 177).
Independent Novel 
Students are required to pick an approved novel. Times during the semester will be given to read it. Bring it each day in the event there is extra time or that you finish your work early.
Nancie Atwell writes that reading is “like money in the bank in terms of the rest of your life, but it helps you escape from the rest of your life and live experiences you can only dream of”.  Students should be taking time each night to read for at least 30min.  Reading for leisure not only helps to improve reading skills, but it strengthens writing skills as well – readers are better writers!
Units of Study: 

1. Introduction to Critical Theory

2. Lord of the Flies
3. Thematic Unit Study

4. Theatre
5. Independent Novels
6. Speech/Debate/Spoken Word Poetry
7. Writing: Narrative, Précis, Argumentative, Poetry, Research Essay etc.
Subject to change depending on factors beyond the control of the Instructor
Mark Breakdown

Sem. 1


Sem.2
Course Work


70%
        Course Work


60%
Research Essay


10%

Exam



30%


Exam 



30%
Because this is a full year course, you will be writing two exams.  Your January and June exams will be each worth 30 of your semester grade. Each semester is worth 50 percent.
It is also your responsibility to catch up on work that you may have missed while absent.  It is a good idea to find a buddy that will help you get caught up when you return.  –it is your responsibility to ask your classmates for notes!

I will try to keep my Teacher web page up to date each day. Go to the JMH web Page and click on Teacher web pages. Then click on my name– it may not be used as a substitute for attending class.

My classroom door is always open.  Please feel free to stop in if you have any questions this semester.  I am here to help you succeed!










      Have a great year!
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