Chapter 7 – “Shadows and Tall Trees”

Vocabulary

decorum
 (p.110)


crestfallen (p.117)
    brooding (p.118)

enterprise (p.122)

apprehension (p.113)

traverses
 (p.116)

    daunting (p.119)

impervious (p.121)




Questions

1. What specifically is Ralph finding disturbing about himself and the island?

2. What reassurance does Simon give Ralph about his future?

3. A)   How does Ralph feel when he manages to wound the boar on the hunt?

B) Does this reaction surprise you?  Would it surprise Golding?

C) What is the symbolic meaning of the game the boys play with Robert?

4. Why does Ralph want to postpone the trip to the mountain?

5. Who volunteers to go back alone through the jungle to look after Piggy and the littluns?  Why isn’t this a surprise?

6. What do they see on the mountain and why do they run?

Chapter 8 - “Gift for the Darkness”

Vocabulary
glowered (p.127)

sanctity (p.130)

demure (p.133)

palled (p.136)
           vexed (p.139)

rebuke (p.128)

hysteria (p.130)

fervor (p.133)

cynicism
 (p.137)
          furtive (p.137)

Questions
1.  What criticisms of Ralph’s leadership does Jack make at the meeting?  What is Jack trying to do here and why?

2.  How does the beast relate to the boys’ chances for survival and rescue?

3.  a)    What differences are there between this meeting and the others?

b)  How is the symbol of the conch changing?  Explain using references from the text.

4.  a)    Why do the boys refuse to vote for Jack as chief but then slip off to join him later?

b)  How does Jack react to this lack of confidence?  What does this show?

5.  a)    How does Piggy feel after Jack’s departure?

b)  What does his departure allow Piggy to do?

6.  a)    Discuss the language William Golding uses to describe this pig hunt.  How does the 

              language contribute to making this very different from the previous hunts?

b)  Why is the killing of the sow discussed in such gory detail?

c)  What does this particular hunt, with its metaphors of power and sex, symbolize?

d)  What is significant about the hunters giving the pig’s head as a gift to the beast?

7.  a)    What does Simon think the boys should do?

       b)    Why does he feel this?

8.  Describe the conversation between Piggy and Ralph in this chapter.  What do both of the boys 

       a)  realize and b)  still not realize?  How have both of them changed?

    Chapter 9 - “A View to a Death”
Vocabulary
corpulent (p.146)
          parody (p.146)               inaudible (p.149)          succulent (p.149)           abominable (p.152)

sauntered (p.150)
          protruded (p.148)           derision (p.149)            demented (p.152)           inquisitive (p.154)

Questions

1.  a)   How is Simon able to find out the truth about the “beast” on the mountain?

b)  How does this make him feel and act?

2.  Describe Jack’s status and physical appearance at the pig roast / party.

3.  a)   What is the new reason for the dance?

b)  How have the words changed and why?

4.  Why do Piggy and Ralph join the dance?

5.  Compare and contrast Ralph’s style of leadership with that of Jack’s.

6.  What does Simon want to tell the boys at the pig roast?  What happens to him?

7.  What is the dramatic and tragic irony surrounding Simon’s death?

Chapter 10 - “The Shell and the Glasses”
Vocabulary
compelled (p.167)             emphatically (p.166)           befouled (p.156)              torrid (p.159)
theological (p.161)

gesticulating (p.156)          hysteria (p.167)

convulsively (p.158)        vague (p.160)
vigorously (p.164)

Questions
1.  What is the significance of the title?

2.  Discuss the reaction of Ralph, Piggy, and the twins to Simon’s death.

3.  What is the dispute between Ralph and Piggy about and who is right?

4.  How is Jack’s absolute authority again displayed?

5.  What new view of the “beast” does Jack present?

6.  What is the new “double function” of the fire?

