Hamlet Questions
Act III

1. What feeling or atmosphere is created in the first part of Scene I?

2. When planning for Ophelia’s meeting with Hamlet Polonius says “with devotion’s visage, and pious action, we do sugar o’er the devil himself.” What does he mean? How does Claudius respond? Why is this response important?

3. In the most famous of Shakespeare’s soliloquies (page 137) what is Hamlet discussing?

4. Why is Hamlet so mean to Ophelia?
5. Hamlet accuses Ophelia of “womanly” sins. What do you think he means by that? Do you think she is guilty?

6. Why do you think Shakespeare has Ophelia describe what Hamlet was like before? (What purpose does this serve?)

7. What do Polonius and Claudius think about the meeting between Ophelia and Hamlet?

8. How does Hamlet act before the play begins? (note his conversation with Polonius)

9. What is the purpose of the scene with Horatio and Hamlet? (Act III Scene II)

10. What is Hamlet hoping to accomplish with the speech of the “player” Queen to the “player” King?

11. How do things change after the performance of the play? (note the Kings reaction)

12. What is the underlying meaning of Hamlet’s comments to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern? (page 171, lines 354 – 364)

13. What is the irony of Hamlet’s final remarks in Scene II?

14. What action does Claudius take against Hamlet after the play?

15. What do we learn from Claudius’ soliloquy? (page 181, line 38 – 73)

16. What is ironic about Hamlet’s decision not to kill Claudius while he prays?

17. What are the “issues” that Hamlet scold his mother for in their confrontation?

18. What is the importance of Polonius’ death?  
