MUSIC 112
MY MUSIC JOURNAL

Throughout the duration of this course you will be listening to several pieces of music from various eras, genres, and styles. You will be required to keep a journal based on your responses to the music you hear. With each piece, you will be required to write a response which should make reference to the following points:

· General mood or feeling of the piece (TONE)

· Instruments which are used (COLORS) – describe how they are used effectively to portray a specific tone

· Melody(TUNE) – describe  it in your own words. Is it lyrical, angry, jagged? Does a single melody repeat for each verse or stanza, or is new material used for each new stanza?

· Rhythm – Is it busy, tranquil, shifting or consistent?
· Meter – in what meter is the song?
· Dynamics (VOLUME) – Does it change anywhere in the song? Is it organized as one long crescendo?
· Texture  - Are there sections when the texture changes or thickens noticeably? Is it monophonic, homophonic, polyphonic?
· Structure(FORM) – Strophic, theme and variations, concerto, other patterns?
· Which of the above elements, in your opinion, are most prominent in the piece?
In addition to discussing the “Elements of Music”, you will discuss your personal thoughts and feelings of the song. Use specific reasons for your choice. 

· Does the piece remind you of a time, place, person, or an event that you may have experienced in the past? Was it a good or bad experience?

· Are you familiar with the style of music? Do you like or dislike it? Why or why not? If you dislike it, do you think that you could learn to like it?

· If possible, discuss the meaning of the song.

· Comment as to whether it has a connection to historical or current global events/ideas.

DATE: January 28th, 2004.

TITLE: “Jubilate Deo Universa Terra”

ARTIST: Anonymous

DATE OF WORK: 13th Century

Although I typically do not listen to this style of music I can appreciate it because of the history behind it. This piece of course reminds me of a dirge that I typically would associate with a church service. It actually makes me think of tales of “Robin Hood and his Merry Men”, perhaps because the Friar Tuck was always dressed as a monk on the Disney version of the movie. Regardless of this comic visual, I must say that this is very dark, dreary, and drab music. Perhaps it is because we are so used to listening to a single melody line, accompanied by several other instruments, that this style of music seems so lifeless and simple. On the other hand, I believe that a single melody line, such as this, can elicit emotion as well. The voices are in unison, which means there is no harmony (another strike in my mind). Of course I cannot understand what is being said, as I have no background in the Latin language. I assume that since this type of music was typically performed by monks, it is a song of worship, which would have typically been performed during a mass service.

The dynamics of this piece tend to stay somewhat consistent from beginning to end. When a slight crescendo is made, it helps to portray emotion and expression, even though my comprehension of the text is nonexistent.

The tempo of the song is relatively slow and does not increase or decrease throughout. The melody is simple and smooth, similarly, the rhythm does not appear to be complex. This piece is monophonic in texture, that is it consist of a single melodic line.

All in all, I would have to say that I am not a huge fan of Gregorian Chant, however, it is interesting to hear how people of the 13th century expressed themselves through music. I would be interested to hear more of this style of music and curious to know if people still practice this style in this day and age.

