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Naming Molecular Compounds

e named similarly to ionic compounds (remember though molecular
compounds are two non-metals)

Steps

1. Name first element listed, with a prefix to count number of atoms
(do not use a prefix for one atom of the first element)

2. Name second element, with a prefix to count number of atoms.
3. Change the suffix of second non-metal to -ide

# of Atoms Prefix
1 mono
2 di
3 tri
4 tetra
5 penta
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Examples of Naming Molecular compounds:

Clp PhosPhomuS odhloride
NO nitrggen  ronoxide.
NH: nitrogn -\\r'\\'\\*d\/\ de
NPedinrogen partocide.
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Writing Formulas

When writing the formulas for molecular
compounds. Look at the prefix given and that is what
you write as a subscript.

Examples:
dihydrogen monoxide = H,0
carbon tg:c@hydride = CH,4
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Try these

Name each of the following molecular compounds:

1.NH,  Nitrogen iy dride

—

2.CO c,aw-‘ooh A0 ho'x:'CL{

3 N0 dinirtrorny detroeoxide

Write the formulas for each of the following molecular
compounds:

1. carbog EetrthIorige CC \Ll

2. phosphorous _t_ribromide 'SP%\(

3. sulfur trioxide SO S
J

May 9-8:23 AM
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The following are molecular compounds which have common
names

You can choose to write the common name or the molecular name
when naming, however if given the common name you need to
know how to write the formula.

i.e. CH, = carbon tetrahydride = methane
— ——

NH, = nitrogen trihydride = ammonia

-«

"H,0 = dihydrogen monoxide = water

— ——

H,0, = dihydrogen dioxide = hydrogen peroxide

— o
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