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English 10
Ms. Courtney

News Articles: Important Components

In this week’s assignment, we will be examining the major components of a news article as well as how a news article is assembled.  

	
The headline is important because it creates a first impression for the reader and indicates what the article is about.  It should be catchy so that it captures the reader’s attention and it should communicate that it’s content has value for the reader. (Ex. “Man goes to the hospital for gallbladder surgery, but leaves with leg amputated”)

The 5Ws are the building blocks to a news story.  They include: who, what, when, where, and why.  

Usually the lead, or first sentence, provides the answers to who, what, when, and where.  The rest of the article provides additional information relating to the questions answered in the lead and also explains the why/how.  
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Your assignment this week is to select a news article (from a newspaper or online news site), and using the information above, complete the accompanying activities. 


INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS: 

Who is the journalist? ___________________________________

What is the date of the article? ________________________________

Which newspaper or news source did the article come from? ______________________
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What is the headline of the article?  __________________________________________________

What about the headline makes the reader curious to know more?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which of the 5 Ws are answered in the first sentence (the lead) of the article?  ___________________________________________________________________

WHO?

Who is the news story about?  ____________________________________________

Who does this story affect?  _____________________________________________

WHAT?

What is the news story about?  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List four important facts from the article:
1. ___________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________
4. ___________________________________________________________

WHEN?

When did the story take place?  ___________________________________________



WHERE?

Where did the story take place? Where did the issue or event occur? (city, country, region, etc.)  _________________________________________________________

WHY?

Why did this occur?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this story so important?  Why does it matter? (to you, your community, to the world?)  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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