The Cop and the Anthem

Character Project

O. Henry, the author of the short story “The Cop and the Anthem”, gives several allusions or hints to the fact that Soapy has not always been a “bum” living on a park bench. Your goal in this assignment is to show what Soapy’s life may have been like before he fell on hard times. You have a few options as to how you choose to show what you think his life was like and how he ended up as a bum. Choose one.
1. Draw a six (6) frame cartoon (with captions where necessary) showing Soapy’s previous life and the possible cause of his transition to a bum.
2. Write a page of diary entries written by Soapy during his fall into the life of a bum.

3. Pretend that you are a court reporter interviewing Soapy after he has been sentenced to jail. Use the questions and answers to trace Soapy’s downfall. The questions and answers should be a page in total and must not include any “yes” or “no” answers. (approx. 10 questions)
4. Pretend that you are a friend of Soapy’s and you haven’t seen him in years. You have just heard of his arrest. Write a letter to him discussing his past and downfall. The letter must be one page long and must be in proper letter format.

5. Create a power point “photo album” of Soapy’s life. The presentation must include written captions and have at least 10 slides.
   Note: You can create a project not listed here as long as you are able to creatively show what Soapy’s life might have been like before he fell into his current status as a “bum” and possible reasons for his downfall.
All projects require you to use your imagination to fill in all of the information that the story does not provide. However you must use the information that the author does provide in the story as the basis for your project. 
