How to Analyze an Essay
Since we know that the purpose of writing an essay is to prove some point, then it stands to reason that a key component of analyzing an essay is to determine what that point is. Simply put, you should try to find out what the author’s point is and how he/she makes that point. In essay format (not point form) discuss the following:
· title and author (must be stated in analysis)
· purpose (author’s reason for writing. Not the same as the thesis. This is why the author felt compelled to write the essay. )

· tone (how the author feels about the subject and possibly the audience)

· audience (who is the author writing for)

· thesis (the point that the author wants to make)

· theme (the dominating overall idea)

· plan (how the author presents his/her case)
When you have found all of the above elements and discussed in some detail the most important ones (in your opinion), then you should give your opinion of the essay. Did you like it or not? Did the author successfully make his or her point? Why or why not? Remember to cite from the essay when making these points.
