Music in Films and Television

PART A

Watch either a film or a television drama, paying particular attention to the way music is used, and answer the following questions.

Title_______________________________________

1. Name three moods or feelings that are depicted in the background music. List the instruments you hear and describe how they are playing to create these feelings.

2. Are there times when the music predicted events that were to happen in the film?

3. Are there moments when the music indicated a different feeling than would be appropriate for the events in the film? Explain.

4. Is there any use of a tune that appears with a particular character over and over throughout the film? If so, is the tune sometimes changed to reflect a different feeling?

5. Overall, what is your opinion of the music used in this film? Would you or would you not buy the soundtrack for this film?
EXTENSION ACTIVITY
Select a scene and play around with the background music. Select a piece of music that completely alters the intention of the scene. Try it with a few different pieces to create elements of comedy, fear, intensity, longing, etc., or compose a piece of music using Mixcraft or on an instrument to use in the scene. Have Fun with it!

