SETTING

Setting includes the time, location, context, and atmosphere where the plot takes place. 

· Remember to combine setting with characterization and plot. 

· Include enough detail to let your readers picture the scene but only details that actually add something to the story. 

· Use two or more senses in your descriptions of setting. (hearing, sight, smell, etc.) 

· Rather than “feed” your readers information about the setting substitute descriptive details so your reader can experience the location the way your characters do. 

Developing the Setting of a Story

	Elements of Setting
	Name specifically

where and when your story will occur
	Give two explicit (*) examples you can use to reveal this element
	Give two implicit (*) examples you can use to reveal this element

	Place (Remember that the place can be as broad or as limited as you need it to be. For example it may suit your needs to only tell the reader that the story takes place in Canada. Or you might want to tell them that it takes place in this classroom.)

	
	
	

	Time (Again you can be as precise or as vague as you need. Does the reader need to know that the story takes place at 3:00 o’clock? Or is it more important to tell the reader that it is 1965?)

	
	
	


*For example, you might say your story will take place at James M. Hill.  One explicit example you might use to reveal the setting could be the “high school in Chatham”.  One implicit example you might use could be the school’s sports teams are nicknamed the “Tommies”.

