THE SHORT STORY

A short story is a narrative artistically presenting a struggle or complication which has a definite outcome. It is a form of imaginative writing involving a character confronted with a crisis of some sort. 

A Short Story has 5 main elements.

1. Characters  - major, minor

2. Setting – where? when?

3. Atmosphere – mood or feeling

4. Plot – sequence of incidents or events

5. Theme – controlling idea or central insight
The plot of the short story is its plan or design for the order of events or happenings. One incident leads to another until the climax is reached and then the end. Unity and compactness are important to the plot. Everything in the story has a purpose and what happens usually takes place in a short period of time. 

The climax of the short story may be any or all of the following:

1. most exciting point

2. turning point

3. point where a decision is made

Conflict is a clash of actions, ideas, desires or wills. There are 3 kinds of conflict:

       1.man against man

       2.man against nature
       3.man against himself

Suspense is that quality in a short story that makes the reader ask what will happen next.

Atmosphere is the mood pervading the story. 

Setting is the time and place of the action in the story. 

Foreshadowing is an indication of the events to come. This prepares the reader for the eventual outcome.

Characterization is the way that a character is presented in a story. Short stories are about one character although several others may be involved. The main character must be believable and be motivated to do what they do.

An author may present the main character directly or indirectly. In direct presentation the author tells the reader straight out what the character is like or has another character or the narrator tell the reader.

In indirect presentation the author shows the character in action and the reader must infer what the character is like from what the character says, thinks, or does. Characters are revealed by:

               1. what he does

        2. what he thinks

               3. what he says

               4. how others react to him

               5. how a character reacts to his surroundings

               6. direct explanation/description

A protagonist is the main character in the story. It is the character who is striving to accomplish something.

An antagonist is the force that is in the path of the protagonist. They can be people, nature, things, conventions of society, or traits of a character himself.  
THEME
1. Theme is the controlling idea or central insight of a story. To identify the theme the reader must ask what the purpose of the story is, what view of life it supports, or what insight it reveals. 

2. Not all stories contain a theme. Some stories are simply meant to entertain.

3. Theme exists when the author tries to;

(A) present or reveal some truth about life

OR

 (B) when the author introduces some theory or idea and uses it as a way to unify the story. (the author presents a view and the whole story revolves around proving it)

4. Theme exists in all “interpretive” literature; it is the purpose of the story. It only exists in some “escape” literature.

5. The theme may be stated briefly or at length, but if stated briefly it must be the “central” theme.

6. Theme should not be confused with “moral”. Moral is some rule of conduct (i.e. “crime does not pay” or “honesty is the best policy”) A moral is more narrow than theme, it is an oversimplification.

7. The theme of a story does not have to be accepted. However the reader should be able to identify the theme as proof of understanding the story.

8. The theme may be discovered in several ways;

     a) By how the main character changed.

     b) By what the character learned before the 

         end of the story.

     c) By the nature of the conflict and its 

         outcome.

     d) From the title. 

